Rev. Timothy Proctor D. Min.

REPENT OR ELSE 

2 Tim. 3:1-5

You should know this Timothy that in the last days there will be very difficult times.  2. For people will love only themselves and their money.  They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful.  They will consider nothing sacred.  3. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control.  They will be cruel and hate what is good.  4. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God.  5. They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly.  Stay away from people like that!

Introduction:

Paul was telling the young pastor Timothy, that in the last days perilous time are coming or troublesome time are coming, and this is what’s going to happen.  What things you may ask?  These things that I just read to you, and if you pay close attention to what’s happening in the world today, you can see these very same things happening right now, just like he said it would.  Now I don’t have to tell you about the things that are happening in the world today?  If you just look around and open your eyes, you can see for yourself what’s going on in the world today.  Paul was just reminding us that these troublesome time are approaching, and as a matter of fact, they are here.  Paul said that people will love only themselves and their money, which is my first point.  And if you think that’s strange, it’s happening even now.  Lets see if these things are happening in today’s time.
I. People will love only themselves and their money!    (Jesus Loved Others)
A. They don’t want to help one another or anybody with anything, (ask somebody for something and see what they will say happens).  They will give you excuses like I don’t have it to give, even thro I have a pocket full of money right now.

B. Now days we only teach things like, name it and claim it, blab it and grab it, (get yours stuff back, get your joy back, get your money back and don’t worry about anybody else).  And we think that’s alright.  But the Bible tells us to love everybody, not just those who you want to love.  You will even have to love your enemies.  Don’t you know you have to love everybody?  John 15:12, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you”.  Look at your neighbor and say, Repent or Else!
II. They will be disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful!  (The 10 Leapers, 1 came back)!

Who is he talking about?  It sounds like to me, he’s talking about our children of today.

A. The kids of today don’t care about anyone or anybody, (They will hurt their own parents or family member if you get in there way or say something to them wrong).  And then the law said that you could not spank them or beat them, or in other words, you could not discipline them.  But the Bible say in Prov. 13:24 “He who spares his rod [of discipline] hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines diligently and punishes him early”.

B. Now days, if you give someone something, they don’t even take the time to say thank you, why?  (Because we have became an ungrateful generation).  Mama always told us to say thank you, when someone give you something.  Now days, children expect you to give them whatever they want.  They say give me this and give me that, no manners, no discipline, no respect, what so ever.  And if you don’t give it to them when they ask for it, watch out, all hell will break lose, why?  Because they are totally out of control now.  Now they start betting, hitting, smacking and cursing their parents out.  Look at your neighbor and say, Repent or Else!

Then Paul tells us,  

III. They will be unloving and unforgiving, they will slander others, have no self-control and they will be cruel and hate what is good.    (Jesus asked the Father to forgive them)
A. Let somebody do something to you or one of your children, you will be ready to put your religion on the shelve and go to war.  (Let’s see how loving and forgiving you’ll act then).  

· Is that why we just walk on pass the homeless people in the street that need our help, like we don’t even see them.

· Is that why we can’t forgive our own husband or wife, sister or brother, mom or dad, when we think they wronged us.

· Is that why we can’t forgive our friends that we loan some money to, so they could get back on their feet.

But the Bible say, you don’t mind me telling you what the Bible say, do you?  The Bible say; “Luke 6:35, the A and B clause.  “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back”.  And in Luke 6:37, the (C) clause - “…Forgive, and you will be forgiven”.  Look at your neighbor and say, Repent or Else!

B. Don’t get the job or position you think you should have in the church and somebody else get it, (your start going around telling stories on them or, can I keep it real, real?  You’re start telling lies on them, just so you can get that job, title or position that you wanted).  Repent or Else!

C. Paul said that you won’t be able to tell people what’s right any more, because they don’t want to hear it, (they will only want to believe a lie, they don’t want to hear the truth).  Why?  Because the Bible said in 2 Tim. 3:2, the (A) clause “For people will love only themselves and their money.  Repent or Else!

Then Paul goes on and say;

IV. They will betray their friends, (Judas betrayed Jesus) be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God.  (We like doing what we do)
A. If Judas could betray Jesus with a kiss, what more would your friends betray you for. 

B. He said they would love pleasure rather than God.  What is it that you put before God?  What’s your pleasure?  Don’t tell me, but you know what it is.

· Do you love your house, more than God?

· Do you love your car or your money, more than God?

· Do you love men or women of the same sex, more than God?

Do you love just coming to church doing nothing more than setting on your good for nothing, just to say that you been to church today, if you love these things more than you love God.  Then you are of the world, and Paul was taking about you.  Why?  Because the Bible say in John 15:18-19, "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you. 

Lastly he said;

V. They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly.   (Annie & Sappria, people in the church)
Well, what are you saying preacher, could you make it plain for us?  I’m glad you ask me, that mean people are going to come and join the church, and act like they love me or act religious.  You know who they are, but don’t you say a word to them.  Why?  Because if they stay here long enough, they will catch on fire.  You see, God warned us of these things, He said “they will have a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them”.  You know how it is, you know.  It’s alright that I do my own thing, as long as I have a form of godliness, I’ll be alright. 

· It alright to drink and get high on the weekends, and still sing in the choir, because I have a form of godliness.

· It alright to mess around on your spouse and have a couple of honey’s on the side, and still preach God’s Word.  Because I have a form of godliness.

· It alright if I talk about everybody in the church, or don’t even have to like them, it’s alright.  Because I have a form of godliness.

Let me tell you something, the devil is still a liar, and so are you if you believe that crap.  God told us these things because He loves us so much.  You still don’t believe me, listen to what He said in John 16:1-4 - ”I have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. 2. For you will be expelled from the synagogues, and the time is coming when those who kill you will think they are doing a holy service for God.  3. This is because they have never known the Father or me.  4. Yes, I’m telling you these things now, so that when they happen, you will remember my warning”.

In Closing:

REPENT or ELSE!  And some of you may be saying to yourself, or else what?  Well, I’m glad you asked.  Repent or Else you will stand the chance of hell’s fire.  The Bible say in 2 Peter 2:4-6 “For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell (what do you think He will do to us), putting them into a gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;  5. if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; (what do you think He will do to us)  6. if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly…”; (what do you think He will do to us).  So what are you saying preacher?  Just this, wherever you go God see you, you can run, but you can’t hide, because God know where you are.  For the Bible say in Ps. 139:7-8 “Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  8. If I go up to the heavens, you are there; and if I make my bed in the depths of hell, behold, you are there”.  AMEN!
Rev. 2:16-17 “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  17. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” 
